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Cecil Road Nursery and Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	July 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Emma Higgins

	Name of local music hub 
	Kent Music


Curriculum Music
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, extra-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	For an overview of the music curriculum at Cecil Road please see the following link:    https://www.cecilroad.co.uk/page/?title=Music&pid=156 
· At Cecil Road we have a staff who love music and are enthusiastic and keen to teach, participate in and enjoy music in any form. We currently hold the Music Mark for our commitment to music education.
· We have carefully crafted a bespoke curriculum to allow children the scope to develop all aspects of their musical development, whether this be singing, playing instruments and reading standard notation or indeed the more fluid creative and composing musical activities.
· We use a combination of creative, sometimes topic based musical activities, the Charanga scheme of work, BBC’s Ten Pieces, Chrome Music Lab, Incredibox and Charanga Yu Studio ( an digital audio workstation DAW) and whole class instrumental teaching to teach the National Curriculum and work towards the aspirations of the Model Music Curriculum and the National Plan for Music Education.
· Cecil Road is committed to providing a broad and balanced curriculum through a rich musical education and to this end every class in EYFS, Key Stages 1 and 2 are taught music on a weekly basis. Music is taught consistently for every year group every week across the year and is within every timetable. In Key Stage 1 lessons are a minimum of 30 minutes long and in Key Stage a minimum of 45 minutes long.
· There is a dedicated singing assembly each week for each Key Stage which begins with listening to music, includes various warm ups songs and rounds followed by the learning and singing through different styles of songs.
· Music is taught through a combination of the use of a specialist music teacher, instrumental teachers from Kent Music, class teachers, HLTAs and TAs. 
· Year 3 take part in whole class recorder lessons taught by Kent Music. Children are provided with recorders.
· Year 5 benefit from whole class ukulele lessons led by a skilled HLTA. Ukuleles are provided by the school for these lessons. Children are then able to follow up any interest in playing at ukulele club.
· Music in Nursery is developed through singing during the school day and through the development of continuous provision throughout the year. They are also taught by the music specialist in dedicated singing sessions. EYFS also benefit from a dedicated music areas in their continuous provision which is developed throughout the year in line with the children’s interests and alongside the Musical Development Matters document and the long- term scheme of work.  They also benefit from dedicated weekly music lessons taught either by the music specialist or the class teacher. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Extra- curricular music

	· At Cecil Road our children are encouraged to develop a passion for music and follow these up through extra-curricular opportunities.
· The school offers choir to years 3,4,5 and 6 and ukulele club to years 3,4,5 and 6. These are provided by staff within the school for a small weekly fee. There are also recorder and Digital Audio Workstation (DAW) clubs that run in some terms.
· Individual instrumental lessons, currently on piano and guitar are provided by experienced peripatetic teachers. Pupil Premium children are entitled to attend one funded extra- curricular music club or instrumental lesson each term. 
· Instruments are provided free of charge for all children attending music lessons in school.
· For those who wish to pursue further music making children are directed to Gravesham Music Centre run by Kent Music at Mayfield Grammar School on a Wednesday. Details for this can be found on the following site:
https://www.kent-music.com/music-centres/gravesham-music-centre/ 
· Parents can also access further instrumental lessons through the local organisation The Knights Academy of Music and Performing Arts. Details for them can be found on the following link:
https://knightsacademy.org.uk/#eluid56832394 


Musical events and performances
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	· We recognise that singing plays an important role in music education and beyond and therefore it is taught weekly to all year groups for 20 minutes in Key Stage 1 and 2 in dedicated singing assemblies led by the music specialist. During the latter part of the year EYFS also join these singing assemblies. Singing is integrated in the nursery throughout the day. 
· Musical opportunities in school are wide and varied to enhance and build on the children’s musical understanding. 
These include 
- visiting musicians, showcasing their instruments in order to inspire children to learn to play. 
- songwriting workshops in Year 6 in partnership with local professional musicians
- Christmas performances
- singing in the local church
- Harvest assemblies
-  Samba workshops for year 4 in partnership with Gravesend Grammar  School For Boys
-  the Year 6 Leavers’ Show
-  year 6 Leavers’ Song performed to parents 
-  other seasonal concerts and other opportunities when they present themselves. 
· Our annual Cecil Road’s Got Talent is a further opportunity for children from all year groups to showcase their musical talents – whether it be through singing or playing an instrument.
· Year 4 take part in the English National Opera’s annual ‘Finish This’ composing project submitting their composition for feedback.
· Year 3 perform on their recorders to Year 2 at the end of the year.
· Year 5 ukulele players perform to the whole school at the end of the year.
· Year 4 annual attendance at the Medway Schools’ Concert performed by the  at Chatham’s Central Theatre


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	· Continue to develop the long- term plan for music, building progression from whole class instrumental teaching and redesigning the year 6 units
· Continue to develop singing skills and developing a broader repertoire to include a greater range of songs from Out of the Ark resources that can then be used in whole school assemblies. Introduce a greater range of special event songs.
· Continue to establish what good assessment looks like in music. 
· Ensure that teachers new to year groups have appropriate CPD
· Ensure that the computer room is accessible for Digital Audio Workstation and Chrome Music Lab units so that music technology continues to be integrated.
· Plan opportunities for children to perform whilst engaged in whole class instrumental teaching of recorders and ukuleles and for those children who take individual instrumental lessons to perform to their classes or to the whole school. 
· To share ‘wow’ moments form music lessons more regularly on our school Facebook page and on the website 
· Develop the listening aspect of each singing assembly to include termly themed pieces of music.
· Explore ways to encourage children to sing in a choir.
· Explore a range of musical visitors that reflect the cultural backgrounds of the children in our school


Further information 
	Kent Music  https://www.kent-music.com/ 
The Knights Academy of Music https://knightsacademy.org.uk/#eluid56832394 
The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school. 
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